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ADVISORY REGARDING THE CITY OF OAKLAND
POINT OF SALE SIDEWALK REPAIR ORDINANCE  

This Advisory is effective as of , 202  and is based upon information 
provided by the City of Oakland.

Effective July 9, 2019, the City of Oakland requires sidewalk repairs of known, unsafe conditions to be completed
prior to the Close of Escrow on the sale of real property (with some exceptions, such as probate sales) which abuts
city sidewalks. �Sidewalk� as defined in the Ordinance as including, but is not limited to, sidewalks, walkways,
driveways, curbs, and gutters and other areas. These repairs are also required whenever applying for any city
approval for construction, remodeling, modification or alteration with estimated costs exceeding $100,000.

The Oakland Sidewalk Repair Ordinance authorizes property owners to hire a contractor holding specified �A,� 
�B � �C-8�  licenses and a current valid Oakland Business License to complete the repairs; the contractor 
would then submit a self-certification of sidewalk compliance under penalty of perjury to the City of Oakland.
The City has a search function on their website at

At some unknown point in time, City of Oakland 
construction inspectors would then perform random inspections to make certain that all necessary work has been
completed.  

The Ordinance went into immediate effect on July 9, 2019.

  

The attached material from the City of Oakland answers many of the questions that had not been adequately
addressed when the Ordinance first went into effect including, but not limited to, that Buyers and Sellers can 
negotiate who is be responsible for compliance and the procedure to be used when there are no sidewalks.  The 
Ordinance is applicable to Common Interest Developments (where there is an HOA) and the HOA is responsible
for compliance but only if the sidewalks are designated in the governing documents as being in the �common 
area� for the HOA.  If the HOA is not responsible for the sidewalks, then the individual owner selling the single
unit must comply with the Sidewalk Repair Ordinance.   

Real Estate Brokers and Agents are not qualified to determine the need for, or the cost of, sidewalk repairs and/or 
provide legal advice or interpretations of this Ordinance and/or compliance requirements for any given Property.  
Sellers and Buyers are urged to carefully review all available information provided by the City of Oakland on this
topic which may be accessed online at:

Sellers and Buyers are also advised to consult with their own qualified California real estate attorney
regarding this Sidewalk Repair Ordinance, its compliance requirements and/or questions regarding how to 
proceed with a purchase and sale transaction that may be impacted by this Ordinance. 

This Advisory may be signed in counterpart.  The undersigned acknowledge receipt of this 1 page Advisory 
and the attached 4-page FAQ created by the City of Oakland dated  2 , 202 .
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